Q@ 0 VEDIA RELEASE

For immediate release

Contact: Liz Fox
Phone: 07586 348372

Email: liz@seedsedgemoor.com
What if art was everywhere?
It 1s!

Wednesday 27 July: The streets of Sedgemoor are being transformed into an art gallery. At
various sites around Sedgemoor advertising is being replaced by artworks created by local
residents, working with four Somerset artists. The works appear on digital advertising boards in
Bridgwater, at Highbridge and Bridgwater railway stations, outside shops, on telephone kiosks, on
the back of buses, and in the window of the Engine Room in Bridgwater.

Director of Seed, Scott O’Hara explains “Through a series of workshops and other activities, we
gave people an opportunity to think up their own ‘What if’ questions and explore the answers in
creative and artistic ways. The results are truly surprising”.

Artist Richard Tomlinson works in the medium of macro (extremely close-up) photography and
the images created in his workshops have been magnified to an enormous size to be exhibited on
the side of Bridgwater’s Mercure Hotel, and Bedrock Furniture store. Writers Karl Bevis and
Sharon Jacksties worked with local school children and across generations with members of the
community respectively to create poems that appear outside shops, on telephone kiosks, and on
a video screen at the Engine Room. These will also be posted on social media over coming weeks.
Working in partnership with Sharon and community members, visual artist Jem Dick co-created
images some of which accompany the words in those locations, and also on the rear of buses
across Sedgemoor. Finally, the works will be appearing in exhibitions at the Engine Room in
Bridgwater 14-16 September, and the various Sedgemoor libraries where some of the works were
created.

Artist Jem Dick said the project was a wonderful way to bring people together and to enable the
participants to engage with and express their creativity, and that for many of them, this was a
first. “In one library workshop there were 4 generations involved” he said. “One participant said
that he had never used his local library before. He had also never done any creative work before
contributing an artwork and several pieces of writing through this project.”

Artist Sharon Jacksties added “Another person who had brought her children along to take part
alsojoined in and said that this was the first time she could remember being creative herself since
school, having forgotten that adults too are entitled to be creative. This really shows the value of
providing opportunities for people to express themselves and explore their creativity.”
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Seed is a Consortium of local organisations comprising:
Homes in Sedgemoor,
Community Council for Somerset,
Bridgwater Senior Citizens Forum,
Somerset Film;
Young Somerset and
Bridgwater Town Council.

We believe that arts, culture and creativity are not elite activities, but should be an ordinary part of
everyday life, created by, with and for the people. This can be achieved in partnerships with artists in all
forms of the creative arts, working in response to the collective imagination and reflecting the things that
are important to the communities of Sedgemoor. We seek to make creative arts, culture and heritage
part of everyday life in Sedgemoor by growing new opportunities for its people to participate, create and
celebrate.

Seed is part of Arts Council England’s Creative People and Places programme (CPP). Creative People
and Places is about more people taking the lead in choosing, creating and taking part in arts and culture
experiences in the places where they live. There are 33 projects, each located in a place where people are
least likely to engage with arts and culture. We’ve committed £108 million to the programme so

far, covering 33 Projects, 33 Places, 30 consortia and 45 local authorities. Since 2013, there have been 4.5
million engagements with the CPP programme and 86% of people who participate in weren’t previously
engaging regularly with arts and culture.

www.creativepeopleplaces.org.uk
www.artscouncil.org.uk/creative-people-and-places/creative-people-and-places-projects

If you would like further information about Seed, this announcement or to arrange an
interview please contact Liz Fox
via liz@seedsedgemoor.com or on ph. 07586 348372
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